330             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
For it was he who was most fit
To aid the realm and succor it.
RICHARD,  ACQUIESCING,  SENDS  COUNT  HENRY TO  TYRE
When the king saw that everyone
So willed, without exception,
He blamed those present who erstwhile
Were wont the marquis to revile;                                           8,640
Since all the same desire expressed,
He yielded now to their request,
And noble barons straightway sent
To fetch him there in great content,
And fetch, too, the whole company
Of French, and bring back amity.
This choice that ye heard me relate
Was not a thing of little weight,
But one which fools and wise men shared 5
Now the ambassadors prepared                                               8,650
Themselves. Count Henry of Champagne
There was, and with him in his train
My lord Otto of Trasignies^
Both men of noble family,
And William of Caieux, also.
They set helms on their heads, and so
Went forth their messages to bear
To the marquis, and bring him cheer.
And give him welcome news, of such
A sort as would delight him much                                           8,660
And make the French at Tyre content.
They took to horse and forth they went.
When they arrived 6 what things befell
Ye presently shall hear me tell.
CONRAD'S EARLIER NEGOTIATIONS WITH SALADIN
Tis true and past all doubt that when
The French barons and noblemen
ft The Itinerarium (p. 336) says that they were to go to Tyre by galleys.